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. 
: Dr. Jobn W. Townsend, Jr. e 
! Deputy Administrator — 
Environmental Science Services ' 

| Administration 
3 Departament of Commerce , 
; Rockville, Marylani 20852 : 

at Dear Jack: 

Po e z 
During our discussions on the 20th of February 1970, it was indicated that 

_ technical considerations might require the delay of ITOS D in order to 
incorporate the Very High Resolution Radiometer (VHRR). Further, in view 

of the lack of a requirement within the civilian commnity for high reso- 

4 Utaon imaging (s+ n.m.) and the continued availability of such data from 

: Program 417, it mt appear cost effective to continue — of 

the VHRR sensor. Sveoj 2... ! ° a ao 
the VERR capability bas been carefully 

ma reviewed with the following conclusions: 


i ° ° 
a. As stated in the JMGPO letter of 26 Novesber 1969 to the NESC, 
the Air Force Global Weather Central (AFGWC) is — —— ———— 


e to z e ve VHRR data at A " ° <r ne real. , basis. "Another 
; factor is the cost of terminal — andi modifications to process and 
display VHRR products. 

















Navy shipboard Program 417 installations, not 
yet firmly projected and eveiting forthcoming feasibility tests, will not 
be initially configured to copy VHRR date. It vould probably be after 1975 
that such a modification to shipboard installations would be considered 
providing certain technical difficulties could be overcome in the interin. 
For all landbased tactical sites, Air Force ani Navy, costly modificativns 
would be necessary to adapt to the VARR date. — 
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Based on the foregoing reasoning, the DOD does no Oo 1St Oo Loe dertermer 
We wish to emphasize, 
hovever, t the current DOD requirements for meteorological, satellite data 
remain valid. In fact, the JCS is now coordinating a revised list of 
parametric requirements which should be transmitted to ESSA by May 1970. 


Specifically, we have a firm and continued requirement for giobal visual F 
and IR ITOS data (approximately 2 n.m. resolution) at the AFGWC and at our 
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APT type installations. Your developnent of the Vertical Temperature 
Profile Radiometer (VIPR) is of considerable interest to us and we would 
like to see high precedence afforded to this program. | 


It is hoped that close cooperation and coordination can be maintained 
between our organizations in all the areas mentioned and that ve continue, — 
both formal and informal exchanges and discussions. 





— . Sincerely, 


⸗ flex; fee Cy fly 


I. Nevin Palicy 
Assistant — 
(Bpace Technology) - 
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